
TIMELINE TIMELINE
A LITTLE PRE-HISTORY

A French engineer builds the first known 
self-propelled, two-wheeled vehicle in 
1693. A practical, commercially successful 
bicycle, then called a Velocipede, arrives in 
the mid-1800s. Paris hosts the first 
known organized bike race in 1868. The 
first modern stage race arrives in 1903 
— a race around France. Today, we know 
it as the Tour de France. 

It is not until American Greg LeMond, 
who won the World Championships in 
1983 and the Tour de France in 1986, 
1989 and 1990, that the U.S. produces 
one of the dominant racers in the world. 
LeMond is the first American to win the 
Tour de France (1986), followed by 
another famous American cyclist, Lance 
Armstrong, who wins the famed Tour de 
France a record seven straight times 
from 1999-2005. 

2003: THE FIRST RACE
Olympians and professional cycling 

champions enjoy South Carolina’s 
smiling faces and beautiful places as 
they participate in the inaugural  
S.C. Heritage Cycling Series. 

The series of races are held 
throughout the state’s historic and 
scenic Heritage Corridor — in Anderson, 
Walterboro, Greenwood and Aiken. 

2004: VOLUNTEERS RAISE FUNDS FOR RACE
 The first year of the Heritage Series 

was made possible by a grant and the joint 
effort of Hincapie Sports, the Heritage 
Corridor and the S.C. Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism. This year 
and each year thereafter, Walterboro takes 
on the task of financing these fast-paced 
tests of endurance and talent. 

The second annual Downtown 
Walterboro Criterium doesn’t disappoint 
and is filled with lots of high-speed 
excitement — some unplanned. 

J.J. Haedo of New Jersey takes first 
place with 1 hour, 38 minutes and  
16 seconds. Haedo rides for Colavita 
Olive Oil, presented by Bolla Wines. 

One second later, John Lieswyn, an 
Iowan riding for HealthNet presented by 
Maxxis, captures second. New Zealander 
Gordon McCauley of Team Monex, rounds 
out the top three with a finish of 1:38:18. 

During the first portion of the race, an 
unknowing motorist pulls out of a 
residential driveway and onto the course. 
Although the vehicle is removed from the 
course without incident or injury, the 
driver narrowly misses the group of 
about 100 cyclists by just seconds. 

2005: FAST-PACED EVENT
The third annual Downtown Walterboro 

Criterium is dominated by the Advantage 
Benefits Endeavour cycling team. 

In a race that features several small 
groups breaking away from the rest of 
the field and a steady, fast pace from the 
main pack of racers, Advantage Benefits 
Endeavour cyclist Karl Menzies takes first 
overall in the race, with a time of 1:41:49. 

Menzies barely edges out Kodak 
Gallery/Sierra Navada cyclist Glen 
Mitchell who finishes second overall 
with a time of 1:41:58. 

2006: NEAR PHOTO FINISH
The race takes nearly two hours to finish, 

and in the end, it is Cuban Ivan Dominguez of 
Toyota cycling team who, on the final lap, comes 
out in front of the rest of the field, taking 
first with a time of 1:49:46. Colavita cycling’s 
Viktor Rapinski, places second at 1:49:47.0, 
and Jittery Joes’ Jeff Hopkins, 1:49:47.4, 
comes in behind him in a near photo finish. 

2007: ROLLIN DOWN WASHINGTON STREET
KodakGallery cyclist Dominique Rollin 

pumps his arms in the air, lets go of the 
handlebars and lets out a triumphant yell. 

With good cause. On this night, he has 
plenty of reason to be elated. 

Rollin wins the fifth annual Downtown 
Walterboro Criterium, outlasting Rock 
Racing’s Rahsaan Bahati down the stretch. 

2008: BOMB THREAT DELAYS RACES
Average speed limit for motorists 

driving on Washington and Hampton 
streets: 20 mph. Top speed turned in by 
the 2008 Downtown Walterboro Criterium 
pro cyclists Wednesday: 37 mph. 

Perhaps the colorful, speeding cyclists 
were bending the law, but for the several 
hundred patrons who turned out for the sixth 
edition of the race, it is well worth the risk.

Women’s winner Kelly Benjamin 
(Cheerwine Cycling) edges Colavita Sutter 
Homes cyclist Shontell Gauthier by  
.3 seconds with a time of 59:39.5. 

In the men’s race, the series sees its first 
back-to-back winner in its nine-race “Speed 
Week,” as independent Hilton Clarke follows 
up a victory in Tuesday’s Beaufort race with 
a win here. Clarke, who is sponsored by 
Toyota but has no team affiliation, wins the 
contest by less than 1/100 of a second. 

An hour prior to the start of the series, a 
bomb threat (later deemed invalid) is phoned 
into the Colleton County Courthouse on 
Hampton Street, forcing an hour-plus delay.  

2009: MEN’S RACE A BATTLE OF TWO
Two different races, two very different 

endings in the top-billed men’s and 
women’s professional series events.

The men’s race, which features a field of 
70, actually plays out to be a battle of two, 
as Champion Porsche’s Frank Travieso 
edges Team Hotel San Jose’s Carlos Vargas 
by .4 seconds to win a race dominated by 
the duo. Travieso (1:25:23.4) and Vargas 
(1:25:23.8) each finish a comfortable eight 
seconds ahead of the rest of the pack.

The women’s race features a decidedly 
closer finish, as Brooke Miller of Team 
TIBCO completes the course in 56:10.6  
to nip defending series leader Tina Pic 
(56:10.8) by .2 seconds.

2010: BAHATI, COLAVITA TAKE TOP SPOTS
Bahati Foundation cyclist Hilton Clarke 

edges out United Healthcare’s Karl Menzies by 
less than a tenth of second to win the eighth 
annual Downtown Walterboro Criterium.

In the women’s race, Colavita/Baci 
Pro’s Theresa Cliff-Ryan fights off Vera 
Bradley Foundation’s Erica Allar and 
BMW-Bianchi’s Sarah Caravella in another 
close finish. Cliff-Ryan’s time of 57:25.6 is 
just three-tenths of a second better than 
the rest of the frontrunners.

Courtesy of The Press and Standard’s archives
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In its 14th year, the Downtown Walterboro 
Criterium brings Olympians and national 
champions to the town’s historic district for a 
night of racing. Featuring a fast, flat course with 
lots of turns, the racing excitement along the
Downtown Walterboro circuit is a
spectator-friendly event. 

The men’s race (and headliner) starts 
at 7:15 p.m. and continues for 
50 one-mile laps. Professional men’s 
teams race at speeds up to 35 mph 
for an $8,500 purse. 
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